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ABOUT PRESSURE SEWER SYSTEMS
The Coongulla Glenmaggie Sewerage Scheme
is a $22.45 million Gippsland Water project that
will deliver reticulated sewerage services to more
than 300 properties in Coongulla, Glenmaggie
Point and Glenmaggie.

2. A pump control panel
Each system features an electrical control system that
automatically operates the pump unit. This incorporates
an alarm and electrical panel, which needs to be located
on the side of your house.

A pressure sewer system was selected as the
preferred option for this project because of its
environmental, economic, health and service quality
benefits. Minimising the impact on the existing
residences and streetscape during construction was
also a key consideration.

3. A house discharge line
The house discharge line (pipe) will be installed on each
property approximately 600mm below ground level,
either by trench or boring. This pipe will be constructed
from the collection tank located on each property, and
lead out to the road frontage connecting it into the main
transfer system. A property connection valve is located
inside a small covered pit, near the front fence along
the property boundary. Once installed, the only visible
parts of the pressure sewer system are the tank lid and
control panel.

Coongulla and Glenmaggie have many trees
and rocky soils, which makes installation of pipes
challenging for conventional and vacuum systems.
Pressure sewer systems can be installed by small
size open trenching and directional drilling where
necessary, minimising the impact of construction
works on the environment.
THE PRESSURE SEWER SYSTEM
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Pump unit located in collection tank

Pressure sewer systems are an economical
and environmentally-friendly way of collecting,
transporting and disposing of wastewater from
households, and is comprised of three main
components:

2

1. Collection tank and pump unit

Pump control panel

The pump unit will be located in a collection tank
(slightly smaller than a standard septic tank) that
will be buried on each property. Collection tanks are
usually made of robust high density polyethylene and
have a storage capacity of approximately 900 litres.
The lid of the collection tank will be approximately
120mm above the surface. This also allows for easy
access in the future for repairs and servicing.
The pump unit has a grinder that breaks down any
solids prior to discharge to the reticulation system.

3

House discharge line
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HOW IT WORKS
The pump unit is the main component of the
pressure sewer system and works in the following
way:
1. Wastewater (sewage) enters the collection tank
from household plumbing fixtures (e.g. sinks,
toilets, showers, baths, etc.).
2. When a pre-set high level in the collection tank
is reached, the pump unit automatically turns on
and pumps the sewerage into the town’s main
sewerage transfer system. The sewerage is then
carried to the existing wastewater treatment
plant at Heyfield. Pumping will generally occur
for a few minutes at a time.

ABOUT PRESSURE SEWER SYSTEMS

3. When the sewerage is reduced below the preset low level, the pump automatically turns off.
4. If there is a power outage or pump failure,
sewerage may rise to a level which will
automatically activate an audible and visible
alarm. Each property will be supplied with a
Coongulla Glenmaggie Sewerage Scheme
Home Owner’s Manual which explains what
to do when the alarm is activated. It also acts
as a quick reference guide for the ongoing
maintenance and operation of the pressure
sewer system.
The collection tank has around one day of spare
capacity above the pre-set high level, providing
sufficient time for maintenance crews to respond
and rectify the problem before any overflow occurs.

Above: Wastewater is pumped from houses to a main pump station near
each town within the sewerage network before being carried to Gippsland
Water’s existing wastewater treatment plant at Heyfield for treatment.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For more information about the Coongulla
Glenmaggie Sewerage Scheme, please visit www.
gippswater.com.au or call Gippsland Water on 1800
066 401.
For more information about the Country Towns
Water Supply and Sewerage Program, please visit
www.water.vic.gov.au/saving/towns/country-townswater-sewerage.

